1 CORINTHIANS chapter nine

jack

introduction: Paul's defense

1. Paul's privilege, rank, freedom in Christ (verses 1,2).

2. Paul's supreme sacrifice in Christ (verses 3-6).

3. Paul's position on supporting pastors (verses 7-11).

4. Paul's refusal to accept support from the Corinthians (verses 12-18).

5. All things to all men (verses 19-23).

6. Two athletic metaphors concerning Ph2 (verses 24-27).

Paul's statement of his freedom verses 1,2

Summary verses 1,2

1. Paul's purpose in this chapter is to defend his modus operandi and vivendi as an apostle.

2. Paul's distracters (called simply “others”) have pointed out that his life style is in contradiction to his statements about his spiritual rank and freedom.

3. They have even questioned the validity of his apostolic claims.

4. The “others” are Christians.

5. The Corinthians are having questions about his statements versus his experiential state.

6. His opponents are pointing out that his rank doesn’t square with his experience.  (This has intimidated the Corinthians).

7. For example: 

a. He says he is free but avoids perfectly legitimate things like food and drink.

b. He claims to have seen Jesus yet has to support his ministry via manual labor.

c. He doesn’t even have a wife like Peter and others.

d. He suffers physically in many ways (4:9-13).

8. Four rhetorical questions introduce the discussion:

a. He affirms his positional and experiential freedom in respect to “lawful things” yet he gives up many of those things men take for granted.

b. He is an apostle by rank; therefore, rank has its privileges yet he doesn’t press the issue of privilege.

c. He say Jesus in resurrection glory when he was called, while the other twelve were called while Jesus was under kenosis; yet he appears to be less, without the details, than they.

d. He has tangible evidence of his gift, the Corinthian converts, yet he doesn’t demand physical support.

9. The significance of the questions:

a. The first emphasizes his liberty experientially.

b. The second his rank as an apostle in the strictest sense.

c. The third his elevation even over the other eleven based on the circumstances of his call compared to theirs.  (He was negative and hostile, yet saw the Lord in His post-resurrection glory.)

d. The fourth: the fact that he could point to the Corinthians as tangible proof of his ministry.

10. Applications to pastors and congregations:

a. Don’t evaluate your pastor based on his overt circumstances, income, etc. versus other pastors.

b. Don’t let the physical status of other pastor-teachers intimidate you.

c. If you do your job you will have detractors who will seek to discredit your credentials, based on the overt.

d. Become aware of this tactic to drive a wedge between you and your teacher.

e. Your congregation is the tangible proof of your gift and its function.

Summary verses 3-6

1. Paul cites three areas he had rights in and three legitimate areas he exercised self-denial.

2. Food and drink is illustrated in chapter eight under the law of love.

3. Paul's niche called for no wife since marriage wasn’t compatible with his ministry.

4. He soon recognized the necessity of celibacy due to the rigor of his Ph2.

5. And not for some ascetic reason as later propagated (compare 

      1 TIMOTHY 4:3).

6. Paul did on occasion receive assistance from churches but as a rule supported himself.

Paul's argument for believers supporting the ministry of the local church financially

three examples from contemporary life verse 7

documentation verse 9

Summary verses 7-11

1. Paul moves to establish the validity of the practice of congregations supplying the living grace needs of their pastors.

2. He employs three universally acknowledged practices to make his point.

3. Each human relationship points to a higher biblical principle.

4. The teacher is likened to a soldier, a vineyard tender, and a shepherd.

5. As a soldier, the pastor is hired to do a job for the civilians.

6. It demands beast barracks, training, self-sacrifice, toughness, an assignment from above, and civilian support.

7. The vineyard owner invests patience and time with the vineyard which brings him joy when they produce.

8. The shepherd leads the flock to fields of Bible doctrine and protects against predators; the prospering sheep in turn provide food and clothing (compare EZEKIEL 34:1ff).

9. Recognizing that they might write off these comparisons as being 

      extra-biblical, Paul documents from the Law (DEUTERONOMY 25:4).

10. The ox analogy and Paul's interpretation is fascinating.

11. A casual reading of this passage would indicate treating animals humanely.

12. But Paul denies this totally.

13. He espouses the following:

a. The Law is for the church’s edification and instruction.

b. This practice wasn’t to be kind to animals but acted out a spiritual truth.

c. That mundane things teach spiritual relationships.

14. The pastor as an ox:

a. To the extent he is muzzled, to that same extent all will suffer.

b. He is to do one job however non-glamorous and a restricted activity.

c. Separating wheat from chaff is work as reflected in study-teach.

d. He should never feel out of place accepting remuneration.

15. In verses ten and eleven, he is a farmer: “you are God's field” (compare chapter 3:6-9 “you are God's cultivated (positive volition) field.”

16. Observations on farmer/field analogy:

a. The soil is volition.

b. The plowed field is the essential environment the pastor-teacher maintains for teaching.

c. Plowing looks ahead to produce which is a ways off since believers need Bible doctrine to be prospered and to give correctly.

d. Most pastor are money-raisers instead of sowers.

e. As a sower, his job is to plant Bible doctrine in the brain computer.

f. As a harvester, he enjoys the material blessings associated with his growing, prospering field.

g. As the church takes in money, he should be prospered.

h. But he must teach and they must grow by applying.

i. One area of application is giving.

j. If you give to a doctrinal ministry, to that same extent you will reap temporal blessing as a reward.

k. Naturally, the pastor-teacher will be blessed materially.

l. But he gives spiritual things and God prospers you, and in turn you give a portion to the local church which establishes a new level of blessing for you (2 CORINTHIANS 9:6ff; 1 CORINTHIANS 16:2).

Paul explains his refusal to accept $

Summary verses 12-14

1. Paul isn't against teachers accepting remuneration for teaching.

2. Paul refused to claim this right based on his niche in the Angelic Conflict.

3. He uses the temple priests as yet another example of this right.

4. Verse fourteen constitutes a directive from the Lord Jesus Christ.

5. The reference to the gospel is inclusive of all doctrine, the gospel not being restricted to Ph1.

Paul switches to the first person

Summary verse 15

1. Paul denies using his legitimate rights up to the present visa vi the Corinthians.

2. He switches to the singular of egw (ego, “I”).

3. Paul denies that by writing his secret purpose is to receive an offering from them.

4. Paul has no intention of changing his course at some time in the future.

5. He boasts in his niche and his acclimation to it.

6. He would rather die of starvation and exposure than accept assistance from them.

7. Paul refused to accept any assistance from the Corinthians and this is not to be pressed to mean all churches (compare PHILIPPIANS 4:14-18).

8. From the very beginning, he refused to accept any legitimate assistance from them because he wanted no one to misinterpret his motives and thereby cause hindrance of the gospel.

9. Corinth was a special case and so God blessed Paul's extreme restraint.

10. Each pastor should read his congregation and act appropriately in the matter of lawful things, so as to be a hindrance to none.

Summary verse 16

1. Paul says if he teaches the gospel to the Corinthians and receives remuneration his bonafide boasting is negated (see verse 15).

2. The second phrase “under restraint” is the law of supreme sacrifice as applied to them.

3. The third phrase in the context is saying that Paul is up for Divine discipline if he ever refuses to teach Bible doctrine to them because of the restraint.

4. Don’t ever let money affect your job.

Summary verse 17

1. The key words are “voluntarily” versus “unwillingly.”

2. Stoic ethics sat that free obedience to the deity is the essence of morality.

3. This free submission to the Divine will embraces suffering.

4. The stoic idea is that the wise man should willingly accept his divinely imposed lot.

5. Paul is looking beyond stoicism to the real pay-day (SG3).

6. There are four possible read-outs Paul could have in light of his ministry to them:

a. NUMBER ONE: Violate his intention and accept aid.

b. NUMBER TWO: Quit teaching.

c. NUMBER THREE: Teach, not accepting help, but with the wrong mental attitude.

d. NUMBER FOUR: Teach, refuse assistance, and with the proper mental attitude.

7. He would rather die than do number one; he would wish he were dead if he did number two; and he would lose SG3 if he did number three.

8. Mental attitude dynamics is essential to producing SG3; satisfying the overt isn't enough.

9. Have you ever done anything under compulsion and not because you wanted to?

10. So breakdown in application is not involving the mental attitude.

11. Two examples of the above:

a. Study-teach (1 PETER 5:2).

b. Giving (2 CORINTHIANS 9:7).

12. Paul went with number four so he could gain SG3).

Summary verse 18

1. Paul answers his own question.

2. By not accepting money for teaching do to them, he acclimated to his niche.

3. This application is Divine good production.

Summary verses 19-23

1. This section compliments Paul's policy on receiving financial support.

2. He doesn’t exercise his full rights and freedoms under grace so as to constantly make an issue of doctrine.

3. He gives up some lawful things so as to maintain an open channel of communication with certain people.

4. If Paul can avoid alienating certain people he retains a chance of winning them.

5. He recognizes the doctrine of volition and God consciousness and therefore failure on a believers part to be an effective witness will not keep seekers away.

6. He realizes only “some” will be saved.

7. And he wants to be in on a maximum harvest to his SG3 credit; so he avoids offense.

8. He lists three examples:

a. The Jews: when he is in their company for the purpose of evangelism, he a former Pharisee honors the overt form of Law, not claiming his Church Age exemption.

b. To Gentiles:  he associates with them, not making the Law an issue.

c. To weak believers: he doesn’t vibrate them in the name of knowledge and liberty so they will stick with Bible doctrine.

9. Paul was severely criticized by Jews for being inconsistent and in the numbers racket when he associated with Gentiles.

10. Paul is misunderstood by modern interpreters when he took vows and circumcised Timothy as going overboard in his zeal to win Jews.

11. He became as a Jew, knowing he wasn’t bound by the Law.

12. To Gentiles he avoided their excesses without offending them.

13. Paul realizes greater SG3 by the law of love.

analogy to track

Summary verses 24,25

1. The analogy to the Isthmus Games and the appropriate exhortations are a fitting conclusion to this section.

2. The race is obviously Ph2 from salvation to death (or the Rapture).

3. All believers are in the race, but few place.

4. Some are unwilling to endure the rigors of training.

5. This involves foregoing legitimate things that interfere with training.

6. The rigors will vary according to each believer.

7. Whatever the cost in terms of legitimate things, we must be willing to set them aside as we advance in the race.

8. “All things” are the legitimate things an athlete must sacrifice to be the best.

9. It may include money, a career, marriage, etc.

10. You and I will be challenged at various points in the race to drop out or slow down due to distractions.

11. But we have infinitely more to lose than any human performer.

12. There is reward for those who go all out for Bible doctrine.

an event exemplifies the ministry

Summary 26,27

1. The boxing metaphor Paul applies to self only.

2. Hence it is a warning to communicators.

3. The ring is the pastor’s  Ph2.

4. Also his outside training and conditioning is in view.

5. The body is a boxer’s enemy or ally.

6. The Real You must overrule the body’s tendencies which are against the rigor and discipline of the ministry.

7. Paul, in 26b, actually starts with the boxing first and then goes to the conditioning.

8. Striking the air represents uncontrolled punches which represent false concepts in teaching.

9. He isn't opposed to feinting to set the opponent up, which Paul often did (the devil’s advocate).

10. When I’m in the pulpit, I must make my punches count to knock out silly human viewpoint as you listen under the filling of the Holy Spirit.

11. Verse 27a is what I do to prepare.

12. The body is my enemy which I must severely discipline and make my slave.

13. Failure in the ring is due to:

a. Laziness and the pursuit of R and R.

b. The indwelling STA permitting lusts to influence content like materialism and approbation lust.

c. Intellectual arrogance and pride which says, “No,” to new and correct technique (unteachable).

d. Lack of spiritual and academic training (not Paul's problem).

e. React to your niche and start cranking up gimmicks (lack of patience).

14. Paul realized that he wasn’t home free until the final bell sounded and he was standing.

a. To pastors:

b. Deny the body its trend away from “brain smoking” study.

c. Don’t let others interrupt your study time.

d. Discipline yourself when it comes to distractions.

e. Be intellectually honest—don’t let pride keep you from checking out new doctrines.

f. Pray constantly for the Holy Spirit to open the Scripture as you study.

